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The 7th Biennial Dillman Genealogical Conference is less than two months away—August 8-9th at the Cambria Suites, 

Plainfield, Indiana, near the Indianapolis airport, with an OPEN HOUSE on Thursday evening August 7th from 7 – 9 PM 

where everyone is welcome to explore the DFA Library. 

 Everyone with interest in learning more about their Dillman Ancestry is invited to attend. All the information that you 

need for registering, booking a hotel room (if you need one) is included with this letter, and please feel free to forward 

this to other family members.     

We started holding these meetings in 2002, because we knew so little about where those of us with the Dillman name, 

spelled in various ways, were from, or how they got to The United States or Canada. We were curious about our 

ancestry, occasional changes in how our name was spelled, who was related to whom. And, we wanted to find out 

more.  It has been an amazing experience, as we searched written records and shared pictures, stories, and memorabilia 

(from ancestry charts to a “Dillman March” written years ago) . Some of us have been astonished when other Dillman 

descendants have shown us pictures of our own great or great-great grandparents and cousins that we had not 

previously seen. 

Since 2002, we have learned that there are at least 15 different genetic Dillman family lines in the United States, Canada 

and Europe.  That has happened partly because of our members searching and sharing land, migration, ship, military and 

family records.  In 2009 we even organized a trip to Germany where many Dillman families originated before migrating 

to North America or elsewhere, and were able to connect one line of U.S. Dillmans to their German cousins..  

This every-other-year conference gives a chance to look at what each of us has learned in the past two years, and think 

about questions we would like to answer. One of topics at this year’s reunion will be what happened to distant cousins  

in Germany who remained their when our own ancestor came to the U.S. in the mid-1700s.   

Our meetings are full of genealogy, but also quite informal.  We will meet all day Friday and Saturday (August 8-9), and 

we invited you to attend all or any part of the meetings. And, we welcome all new attendees and invite you to share 

your family history. Perhaps we can help you find out more about your ancestors, where they might have lived, perhaps 

from a cousin you didn’t know you had.  And you may help one of us learn something we didn’t know about an ancestor 

we don’t know about.  That has happened frequently at our meetings.  

 We organize evening meals for whoever would like to eat together, and there is plenty of time throughout the day just 

for visiting.  We also welcome those who can only join us for one day or even a few hours. 
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Perhaps the best way to find out what happens at our conference is to go to our web page 

(http://www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org/ ) and check out our quarterly newsletters that are posted there.  Phil Dillman 

started editing “Dillman Descendants and Ancestors” for us in 2008. It includes a lot of pictures from our biennial 

conferences. 

Here is a little bit about our plans for this year’s conference.   

 Phil Dillman, our Librarian and Newsletter Editor, brings boxes and boxes of Dillman records and 

memorabilia to every conference so that attendees can search for records related to their ancestry.  We 

also enjoy looking at the pictures and stories that have been contributed about other family lines and 

are just plain interesting.  

 Andrew Stillman administers our  DNA testing project.  He will give us an update on new insights gained 

during these last two years about the ancestry of Dillman descendants who have volunteered for cheek-

swab tests to see what they can learn about their ancestry.  

http://www.dillmanfamilyassociation.org/ddna/dnalist.htm  

 This year we will give special attention to military service records, especially from the War of 1812 and 

U.S. Civil War, including a report from Louise McKinney who has been diligently searching many of those 

records for us.  Military service and pension records have been found to be a rich source of information 

about ancestors, as described in the enclosed essay by Don Dillman on two discoveries he found through 

military records. 

 An update on Dillman connections to other countries. One of our success stories as an organization is to 

trace several Dillman ancestral lines to Germany, including one that came to Canada via Russia. In 2009, 

we helped connect German Dihlmanns with their descendants in Virginia, and have traced their ancestry 

back to the early 1500’s. 

We would love to have you join us at this year’s conference.  If you have questions, ask any of the officers whose contact 

information is at the top of this letter.   

To register for the 2014 Conference, all you need to do is fill out the enclosed registration form and make a hotel 

reservation if you need one. 

 

Chris Dillman, DFA President 

dillmanc@telus.net  
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